Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 13th June, 2012 at 7.30 pm

Cathaoirleach: 
      Councillor Mary Kavanagh
Other Members:
Councillors: Dolores Minogue, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty,  Finnan McCoy, Leonard Hatrick, Padraig McKenny, Michael Farrelly, Fintan Malone


       Officials:
      Paddy Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

Padraig Judge,  Senior Executive Engineer

Miriam Roe, Town Clerk
 Present:

      Mr Ian Walker, Youth Officer, Louth VEC
Apologies:
Cllr Leonard Hatrick

Joe McGuinness, Director of Service/Mid Louth Area Manager

---------------------------------------

MINUTE 40/12

Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 9th of May, 2012 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Minogue, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.

MINUTE 41/12

Matters Arising:

Statue of Foster:  Town Clerk informed the members that the approx. cost of cleaning this statue would be €7,000.  Cllr proposed that the cleaning should proceed.  After discussions is was agreed to ask Tidy Towns to include it in their list of works and to seek funding through Louth Leader.  Town Clerk to get updated price on full restoration – including re-instating fountains.

Spot Lights at Library:  P Judge informed the members that this was being progressed.
Western By-Pass:  P Judge updated members on current position with regard to same.  A 'Tentative' Programme for the Project indicates that construction will not commence on site until Mid 2014 - subject to funding allocation. However, there is no funding allocation at this juncture for the construction of the Project
 Cllr McCoy asked if improving Blakestown cross was included in any proposal.  P Judge stated it has been included in the NRA’s low cost safety measures programme.  

MINUTE 42/12

Presentation on Youth Cafés:  Mr Ian Walker, Youth Officer – Louth VEC gave a presentation to the Members with regard to the setting up and running of a youth café.  He stated that locating one in Ardee would serve the whole mid-louth area.   Mr Walker identified the three types of youth cafes and also the locations of current cafes within the county.  He also outlined the various benefits of having a youth café and also identified the issues of correct location and funding.

A discussion followed regarding the various issues surrounding such a venture.  Cllr McCoy remarked that it’s a shame that schools are closed from 4.00 when the facilities could be used.  Mr Walker agreed, however, also stated that many older teenagers do not want to return to the ‘school’ building once the day is over.
Cllr Minogue stated that the youth involved in such ventures really want their own space and that finding a suitable location was extremely difficult.

Cllr Kavanagh thanked Mr Walker for an excellent and informative presentation.

MINUTE 43/12

Littering in Ardee – Flexibility of Wardens to Work Outside Normal 

Hours of 9 to 5.

Response from Environment Section was read and noted.
MINUTE 44/12

Planned Works:  P Judge circulated the list of works to the members.  
Cllr Malone asked for clarification on removal of bottle banks from Drogheda Road and Collon.  Town Clerk confirmed that instruction issued from Rehab Glassco – through the Environment Section –  due to health and safety reasons bring banks cannot be located within 6metres of overhead cables.  Both the bring banks mentioned had to be closed down as they were within this exclusion zone.  Alternative locations to be sourced by Environment Section.

Cllr McKenny asked about railings at girls school.  P Judge stated the other works would have to be done and that this issue would be looked at, funding permitting.

Cllr Malone remarked on traffic exiting Sean O’Carroll St onto Castle St/Market Street at Bank of Ireland pedestrian crossing.
MINUTE 45/12

Notice of Motions from Other Councils:
· Donegal County Council - Can this council call on the Minister for Social Protection to allow for unemployed, self employed individuals to gain social welfare payments from the date of non employment, thus helping stop the unemployed entrepreneur brain drain from our County and Country
Proposed by Cllr McGeough, Seconded by Cllr McCoy

· Donegal County Council - Given that presently we are experiencing the highest ever prices of fuel in Ireland and the fact that 57% of this cost is duty, we call on the FG/LAB Government to reduce this tax immediately and introduce a fuel stabiliser which would reduce duty as oil prices rise into the future
Proposed by Cllr McGeough, Seconded by Cllr Tenanty

· Donegal County Council - That this Council requests the Department to allocate the necessary funding to meet the demand for Pensions and Redundancy caused by implementation of Government Policy.
Proposed by Cllr McGeough, Seconded by Cllr Farrelly
· Boyle Town Council - That this Council, noting the difficulties faced by many thousands of working families, given increasing petrol and diesel prices and acknowledging that drivers are contributing over 10%  of all government revenue between excise duty, VAT, VRT and motor tax, calls on the government and the Minister for Finance to support legislation  which would reduce the price of petrol and diesel by 5 cents and also to bring about measures which would allow for the review of prices every three months, and allow for the government of the day to respond quickly to  developing situations in the market place”
Proposed by Cllr McKenny, Seconded by Cllr Malone

· Kilrush Town Council - That this council would seek assurances from the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government that any personal data collected in the recent Household Charge application form would remain strictly confidential and will not be disclosed to other parties as is determined in legislation under the Date Protection and Freedom of Information Acts
Proposed by Cllr McGeough, Seconded by Cllr Malone

· Kilkee town Council - At the April monthly meeting of Kilkee Town Council held on 2nd April the members agreed that this letter issue to all Local Authorities seeking support for it to be made compulsory to have all dogs micro-chipped in an effort to improve the control of dogs.  The members felt that the micro-chipping of all dogs would greatly help in addressing issues associated with dogs -  Taken as read
MINUTE 46/12

Correspondence
· Leo Varadkar, Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport. – Taken as read
· Office of the Minister for Education & Skills – Taken as read.
MINUTE 47/12

A.O.B

Speeding in Rockfield Area:
Cllr McGeough remarked on the issue of speeding in Rockfield area.  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McGeough and seconded by Cllr Tenanty that a letter be sent to an Garda Siochana regarding same.

Pay Parking Update:  Cllr Tenanty asked for an update on Pay Parking.  Town Clerk outlined ‘draft proposal’ for 6 month trial period.  Advised that Director Of Service would be in attendance at July meeting.
Adaptation Grant:  Cllr Malone stated that monies had been cut from funding year on year and that it was very important to many people to have this grant available to them.  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Malone and seconded by Cllr McKenny that a letter be sent to the Minister requesting increased funding.

This concluded the meeting

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________




Chairman

